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LWML CNH GRANTS 2026-2028 Summaries 
 
A. Igniting His Children with the Word of God ($5,400) St. Peter, Lodi 
 
St. Peter Lutheran Church, Lodi, CA, has been hosting meetings for groups of neighborhood 

boys and girls where they learn about Jesus and grow in faith together. They call themselves 

Sparks and Sparklers because their faith is sparked by the Holy Spirit. The grant will continue 

this outreach to youth and pay for biblical crafts, games and snacks.  

 
B. YAKing at St. Lukes’ (Young Adult Connection) ($5,500) St. Luke’s, Reno 
 
YAKing is a young adult group in Reno, Nevada, hosted by a young adult, Emily Koester. They 

meet for supper meals, fellowship, “yakking”, and Bible Study, fostering peer to peer 

connections. The group is now reaching out to High School youth but needs funding to expand 

the outreach until they can become self-sustaining. 

 
C. Walther’s Winners Outreach Program ($7,900). Waikoloa Lutheran, Waikoloa, Hawaii 
 
Wally Whale is the mascot and ambassador for the Walther’s Winners Outreach program of 

Waikoloa Lutheran Church, in Waikoloa, Hawaii. The church is being built next to the local 

school and is being planned with the school to provide after-school activities. For the first year of 

the after-school program, they need funding for supplies. 

 
D. Luther Land Outreach ($4,000) Light of the Hills, Cameron Park 
 
Since 2024, Missionary Barbara Ellis has been supported by Light of the Hills LWML in 

Cameron Park to work in post-Communist Germany working with Intentional Gospel 

Proclamation in Auerbach, Vogtland, to share the gospel with non-Christians. She is 

establishing a Gospel Proclamation Fund for the purpose of funding Gospel supplies and asks 

for initial funds. That fund would be administered by the Light of the Hills board and disbursed to 

the LCMS missionaries as they request funds for outreach projects. 

 
E. Afterschool Engagement Through Faith ($4,000) Bethany Lutheran, Vacaville 
 
Bethany Lutheran School in Vacaville serves children from Kindergarten through 8th grade and 

intends to offer faith-driven clubs for the students, including gardening, cooking, Bible trivia, 

choir, arts, sports, and running. They plan to connect students and families and provide 
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enriching experiences, while fostering Christian fellowship and spiritual growth outside of 

traditional classroom hours. They are asking for funds to pay for startup supplies. 

 
F. Bringing Light to Little Ones with Technology ($5,190) Trinity Lutheran, Redding 
 
For 35 years, Trinity Lutheran Early Learning Center has taught children about Jesus. They are 

now pursuing accreditation through the LCMS school accreditation program but need to 

upgrade the technology infrastructure at the school in order to strengthen their application. They 

specifically ask for funds to purchase Smart boards, which are large wall mounted interactive 

touch screens teachers and students use as they study the Bible, nature and STEM. 

 
G. Bethlehem Lutheran School Signage ($7,300) Bethlehem, Carson City 
 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Carson City, Nevada, needs funds for school signage, a 

computer-assisted message board, which will share messages about the love of Christ, and the 

Bible verses that match the current curriculum, as well as share the school’s 

events. This sign will make the community more aware of the school and increase enrollment 

opportunities. 

 
H. Building Up the Sacramento Lutheran Youth Group ($7,000) Mt. Olive, Folsom 
 
Sacramento area churches have been gathering youth from the area’s churches to meet 

together since January of 2024, and in 2025 started using the centrally located Faith Lutheran 

Church in Fair Oaks for meetings, with participating churches taking turns facilitating each 

month. At this time, they need to fund food for gatherings, host an annual retreat, and provide 

retreat materials and resources. Funds will enable Lutheran youth to gather, grow together and 

encourage and strengthen each other in faith. 

 
I. Room to Grow Childcare Center, ($6,975) St. John’s, Fallon NV 
 
St. John’s “Room to Grow Childcare Center” is a ministry of St. John’s Lutheran Church in 

Fallon, NV. Since 1993 it has been providing high-quality Christian childcare. The current 

facility, built in 1996, needs some repair and renovation, including new security doors and 

hardware, sleeping cots, repainting, and improved security cameras. These changes will make 

the center more inviting to new families as they continue the mission of Christ-centered 

childcare. 

 
 
 
J. Tiny Toilets-Big Impact: A Better Bathroom for God’s Children ($7,500) Faith, Fair Oaks 
 

Carrie Rinaldo
suggesting "needs funds for a computer-assisted message board to be used for school signage, which will ..."
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Faith Lutheran, Fair Oaks, CA, an LCMS preschool since 1981, needs to upgrade bathrooms to 

be able to attract students and meet current building codes. One big need is for appropriate size 

toilets for the students. Funds are needed for the toilet and installations. 

 
K. Wee Care: “Big” Care, ($7,940) Resurrection Ministries, Brentwood, CA 
 
Since 2004, Wee Care is a sought-after Child Development Center (Infant - 5th grade) governed 

by Resurrection Ministries in Brentwood, CA. Staff has early childhood training but differ in 

knowledge of Jesus and religious activity. There is a significant need for a more cohesive 

training and staff development to equip them with skills and training to bring Jesus to children 

and families in a way that supports the overall growth of His kingdom. This grant would be used 

for two in-service training events in a calendar school year and cover daily wages and LCMS 

resources for a Lutheran 101 Introduction.  

 
L. Weaving God’s Word Into the Cloth Of Life, ($8,000) Good Shepherd, Turlock 
 
Women of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Turlock, CA, desire to encourage the formation of 

women in northern Togo through the creation of the Lutheran Center for the Teaching of 

Weaving of Traditional Togolese Cloth and Weaving God’s Word into the Cloth of Life. Lutheran 

church women, wives of seminary students, and others would be equipped with a weaving skill 

and trade so that they can contribute to the support of their pastor husbands, their children, their 

church, and the seminary, Centre Lutherienne d’Etudes Theologiques (CLET). Funds are 

requested to create and establish the training center. 

 
M. Capstone Ministries: Vocational Training Scholarship HS/Junior HS ($6,000) RSO   
 
Capstone Ministries, Kenya, needs financial support for the additional school tuition they are 

providing students who have recently reconciled with their families. This RSO has been in the 

ministry of rescuing the street children of Kenya, reuniting them with their families, and working 

on discipline, strengthening the family and assisting with spiritual development of the family 

members. Funds will support pastoral travel needs and children’s schooling costs. 

 
N. Special Needs Buddy Bags ($5,800) CNH Disability Ministry Committee 
 
The CNH LCMS Disability Ministry Committee asks for funding for Buddy Bags that  

will enhance the worship service for families that include a person with a sensory sensitivity. 

“Special Needs Buddy Bags” will be made available for congregations and schools in our district 

and can help those with autism, Down syndrome, or ADHD to concentrate in worship and 

school. The bags, including noise-reducing headphones and sensory/fidget tools, will be a 

powerful way to show that we want all people to be part of our Christian community. They will be 

available through the district office. 
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O. Empowering Leaders: LINC Mission Accelerator ($5,000) LINC Bay Area 
 
LINC (RSO) aims to train 15 missionary leaders from immigrant, ethnic and under-resourced 

communities, to proclaim the Gospel in new ways and new places in the Bay Area. They will 

participate in LINC’s Mission Accelerator training, receiving biblical training, coaching, and 

resources to launch Gospel-centered mission ventures that bring the hope and help of Jesus 

Christ into their communities. 

 
P. Y4Life Summit at Concordia Irvine ($7,950) Lutherans for Life 
 
Y4Life, the youth branch of Lutherans for Life (RSO) seeks assistance in supporting college and 

high school students to learn how to respond to life issues from a Gospel-motivated perspective 

at the 2028 Y4Life Summit to be held at Concordia University Irvine. The Y4Life Summit 

gathering provides training in life topics like abortion, homelessness, unplanned pregnancy, self-

harm, immigration and refugee issues. Funds are needed for participants’ food, transportation, 

stipends, and housing costs for the summit and for speaker stipends and supplies. 

 
Q. Reaching the Hindu: Sharing Jesus with CNH Indians ($4,800) Lutheran Heritage  
 
Nearly 600,000 Indian immigrants have settled in the CNH district, and most are Hindus. LCMS 

congregations in the CNH district are successfully forming relationships with Indians in their 

neighborhoods, but they lack printed resources in the languages of the people. Lutheran 

Heritage Foundation (RSO) has translated Lutheran books in the languages of India, which 

include Hindi, Telugu, and Tamil, and they need funds to print and distribute them.  

 
R. Literacy for Scripture Engagement ($2,500) Lutheran Bible Translators 
 
Lutheran Bible Translators (RSO) needs funds to enable 100 students across Africa and 

Southeast Asia to receive year-long literacy training, including course fees, learning materials, 

and related costs, thereby opening the door to spiritual transformation and Gospel engagement. 

As students learn to read Scripture in their own language, they become equipped to share the 

Gospel, lead Bible studies, and participate fully in the life of the Church. 

 
 
 
S. Bringing Christ’s Hope to the Homeless ($2,500) Mercy Holistic Ministries 
 
Mercy Holistic Ministries seek to expand their services to the Sacramento-area homeless. They 

currently offer showers and hygiene products to their clients. They need added support to 

provide fresh meals, packed snacks, bottled water, Bibles, devotional and spiritual materials. 

 
T. Sending Workers into God’s Harvest Field ($2,500) MOST Ministries 
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Most Ministries (RSO) needs funds to send volunteers around the world, doing short-term 

missions, witnessing to God’s love while attending to the physical and emotional needs of God’s 

children. Costs associated with these missions include travel, lodging, food and incidentals, plus 

logistical support and fully trained leaders. There is a demand for mission projects like eyeglass 

clinics, provision of clean water filters, health education and construction projects and many 

others. 

 
U. Purchase Freezers to Store Food for Seminary Students ($3,000) CTSFW Food Co-op 
 
The Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN, helps seminary students with food and 

supplies through the Food and Clothing Co-op. Currently, they need a walk-in freezer for long-

term food storage, and some smaller freezers for immediate food access. Many of the current 

freezers are over 45 years old and must be replaced. The co-op serves almost 700 people a 

year and their services are vital for the health and well-being of seminarians and their families. 

 
V. Reaching Forward: Sharing Christ’s Love with All Abilities ($2,500) BLDM  
 
Bethesda Lutheran Disability Ministries (RSO) is dedicated to bringing the love of Jesus to 

individuals living with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), empowering them to 

grow in faith, connect with their church community, and serve others in love. Their mission is to 

equip congregations to reflect the Gospel’s inclusive message - ensuring that individuals with 

IDD are embraced as full members of Christ’s body. The new initiative of “Reaching Forward” 

needs funds for education, resources, materials, and travel costs. 

 
W. Gospel Access for Aging Adults ($2,500) Worship Anew, Fort Wayne, IN 
 
Worship Anew (RSO) seeks support to equip CNH LCMS congregations with resources to 

connect aging adults with God’s Word. They want to share their resources with at least 25% of 

the churches throughout the CNH District, by providing all interested churches with a sample 

resource box of materials from Worship Anew, offering subscriptions to Broadcaster magazine, 

and receiving support for the Worship Anew broadcasts. 


